INTRODUCTION

Across the fields from where I write is the house where Edward Thomas spent his last night before returning to camp and entraining for France. As the diaries record, he was visiting his friends Arthur and Ivy Ransome and his daughter Baba, who was staying with the Ransomes.
 As a long time devotee of Edward Thomas and reading of this propinquity and finding that the diaries have only been published in a soft-back edition by the Anglo-Welsh Review and in a limited edition of 575 copies by the Whittington Press in 1977, I resolved to design, print and bind my own version of the diaries with relevant new and old photographs in a small limited edition of 50.
I would like to thank my friend Ms.Sandy Flower, who farms Hatch Farm, for permission to take and reproduce photos of the interior; and to Ms. Romy Wyeth of Codford for supplying the photo of Codford camp and railway station.
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